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Climb  
  Kilimanjaro 
  with us & save lives! 

                       tinyurl.com/w2tkili 
 

 
 

In June 2018, as part of our year-long celebration of our 10th anniversary of service, Water to Thrive Executive 
Director Susanne Wilson will be leading an expedition to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro, in our service nation of Tanzania,  
to raise pledged funds to support our mission of bringing clean, safe water to rural African communities in need. 

 
The Kilimanjaro climb will follow the Lemosho Route, considered one of the most scenic trails, with the goal  
of a full-moon summit. The expedition involves a 35-mile climb with 14,000 feet of elevation gain and loss  

and some scrambling. The group will be led by two expert guides from Climb Kili, a climbing company  
whose primary focus is safety, ethics, and environmental concern. Climb Kili has worked with numerous  

charitable groups, including Wounded Warriors and Make-a-Wish. 
 

Standing 19,318 feet above sea level, Mt. Kilimanjaro is the tallest free-standing mountain in the world.  
Water to Thrive’s summer expedition will launch with visits to Tanzanian water projects funded by the organization  

and visits to villages in need of water. Afterwards, the group will make the eight-day climb (one day for descent 
included), with each climber pledged to raise funds for Water to Thrive. 

 
 

Tentative Itinerary 
 

Thursday, June 14:  DEPARTURE FROM YOUR HOME CITY   
 

Friday, June 15:  TRAVEL DAY  
 

Saturday, June 16:  Arrive Kilimanjaro International Airport.  You will be met by our Climb Kili representative and 
transferred to your hotel.  Visit Water Project sites in Manyara.  Overnight stay in Manyara. 
 

Sunday, June 17:  Travel to project sites.  Overnight stay in Manyara?? 
 

Monday June 18:  Visit project sites.  Overnight stay in Manyara?? 
 
Tuesday, June 19:  Visit project sites.  Travel back to Kilimanjaro.  Overnight stay in Kilimanjaro. 
 

Wednesday, June 20:  Rest and prepare for your climb.  The morning of your climb, you will have a detailed meeting 
with your guide outlining the trek ahead.  Overnight stay in Kilimanjaro. 
 

Thursday, June 21 – Thursday, June 28:    8 DAY LEMOSHO ROUTE  
 

Day 1: Thursday, June 21:  LONDOROSSI GATE to MTI MKUBWA  
7,742’ ~ 2,360m ∙ 3 miles ~ 4.8 km ∙ 3-4 hours 
After a restful night at the hotel, we begin our trek from western side checking in at the Londorossi gate. The trail with 
gently ascend through the montane forest until you are welcomed into camp under the Climb Kili banner with tents set 
up and your personal belongings inside. Tonight’s camp is nestled in the Kilimanjaro rain forest at the Mti Mkubwa 
which in Swahili means Big Tree. 

 

 

https://www.w2tgiving.org/kilimajaro-climb
http://www.climbkili.com/3d-routes/9-day-lemosho/
http://www.climbkili.com/
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Day 2: Friday, June 22:  MTI MKUBWA to SHIRA CAMP 
11,500’ ~ 3,505m ∙ 4.9 miles ~ 8km 5-6 hours 
We continue on the trail leading out of the forest and into a savannah of tall grasses, heather, and volcanic rock draped 
with lichen beards. In the afternoon, we follow the Shira ridge the vast high altitude desert plateau where the first 
views of Mt. Kilimanjaro open on the horizon and the landscape is a magnificent contrast from the departed rain forest. 

 
Day 3: Saturday, June 23:  SHIRA CAMP to MOIR CAMP  
13800’ ~ 4206m ∙ 8.7 miles ~ 14km ∙ 5-7 hours 
Today we have a full day exploration of the Shira plateau. We trek east toward Kibo's glaciated peak with the option to 
visit the ancient collapsed Shira cone, the oldest of Kilimanjaro's three volcanoes. We arrive at Moir Camp situated in 
a huge gorge at the end of a dormant lava flow. 

 
Day 4: Sunday, June 24:  MOIR CAMP to BARRANCO CAMP 
13000’ ~ 3962m ∙ 4.3 miles ~ 7km ∙ 4-6 hours 
Today we take an acclimatization trek to the Lava Tower at 15,000’ ~ 4,500m. Shortly after the tower, we come to the 
second junction which brings us up to the Arrow Glacier. Following our rest at the tower, we decend upon the 
enormous Senecio forest reaching waterfall prior to finishing at Barranco Camp. Tonight’s camp is in the shadow of 
the massive Barranco wall with the breeze often carrying clouds from the Barranco Valley. 

 
Day 5: Monday, June 25:  BARRANCO to KARANGA CAMP  
13100’ ~ 3992m ∙ 2.2 miles ~ 3.2 km ∙ 4-5 hours 
Today the group conquers the great Barranco Valley and up the Barranco wall, an adventurous stretch that ushers us 
into the arctic zone of Kili.  We continue the trek on the South Circuit path through the Karanga Valley. We camp 
tonight at Karanga Camp. 

 
Day 6: Tuesday, June 26:  KARANGA CAMP to BARAFU CAMP  
15,300’ ~ 4663m ∙ 2.2 miles ~ 3.5 km ∙ 4-5 hours 
Today we take a slow pace to Barafu Camp from Barafu you will have excellent views of Kibo and Mawenzi peaks. 
Barufu Camp is situated on an exposed ridge, so it is necessary to familiarize yourself with the terrain before dark. We 
continue to acclimatize, rest, relax and make necessary preparation for the summit day ahead. 

 
Day 7: Wednesday, June 27:  BARAFU to SUMMIT to MWEKA CAMP 
19,340’ ~ 5,895m ∙ 13 miles ~ 21 km (5 km ascent/12 km descent) ∙ 7-8 hours ascent ~ 4-6 hours descent 
Tonight is the night!  A midnight start to conquer the highest point in Africa. This section of the route is considered 
one of the steepest on the non-technical paths of Kilimanjaro. It is a 6-7 hour hike to Stella Point in order to see the 
sunrise.  We continue our way to the summit between the Rebmann and Ratzel glaciers. We head in a northwesterly 
direction and ascend through heavy scree towards Stella Point on the crater rim. This can be the most mentally and 
physically challenging portion of the trek. From Stella Point you can see the summit; just 1 hour to Uhuru Peak and 
the rooftop of Africa!  We then descend down to Mweka Camp for dinner and celebration. 

 
Day 8: Thursday, June 28:  MWEKA CAMP to Exit Mweka Gate  
5,400’ ~ 1645m) ∙ 6.4 miles ~ 10.3 km ∙ 3-4 hours 
A morning walking to Mweka gate reflecting of the past weeks experience with our Climb Kili vehicle waiting to 
transfer you to your hotel for a very welcomed shower at the hotel. 

 
Friday, June 29:  DEPARTURE  
Our Climb Kili representative will transfer you to Kilimanjaro International Airport for your flight. 

 
Saturday, June 30:  TRAVEL DAY 

 
Sunday, July 1:  ARRIVE HOME 
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If you would like to learn more, provide a sponsorship, contribute to a Kili campaign, or join the 

expedition, please contact Susanne at susanne@watertothrive.org or by phoning 512.206.4495. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water to Thrive  |  PO Box 26747  |  Austin, TX 78755  |  (512) 206-4495  |  www.watertothrive.org 

The estimated trip cost is $2,999 USD per person. 
We include everything except international airfare, Tanzania 

travel visa ($100 for US passports, $50 for all others), personal 

gear, staff gratuity ($250-$300 for mountain crew), and meals 

while in Arusha. Breakfast at the hotel is included.  

Other than that, we have you taken care of.  

Your only care is enjoying your adventure! 
 

February 1, 2018—$500 reservation fee to hold your place 

March 1, 2018—$1,200 second payment due 

April 1, 2018—final payment due  
 

 

Susanne Wilson 
Executive Director, Water to Thrive 

"Water to Thrive has been building water projects in 
Tanzania for several years now, and I was struck by 
the idea of taking a group to visit those projects and 
then climb Mt. Kilimanjaro to raise awareness of our 
mission and raise funds to support our mission at the 
same time." 

 

https://www.w2tgiving.org/kilimajaro-climb
http://www.watertothrive.org/
http://www.climbkili.com/3d-routes/whats-included/

