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June 1 – June 16, 2017 
 

A life-changing experience for a  life-saving mission! 
 

Our trips are custom-planned to give Water to Thrive supporters a firsthand view into Ethiopia’s 
rich culture and Christian heritage.  In addition, you will witness the transformation that clean, safe 
water brings to communities served by Water to Thrive, its Ethiopian partners, and our passionate 

supporters.  The trip is organized by Water to Thrive.  Travelers will be accompanied by  
Water to Thrive leadership and an Ethiopian tour director. 

 

Tentative Itinerary 
 
Day 1: Thursday, June 1:  Depart your home airport, arrive in Dulles International Airport, Washington, D.C. 
Travelers from other cities will join the group in Washington.  Overnight stay near the airport. 
 
Day 2: Friday, June 2:  Depart Dulles before noon on a direct flight on Ethiopian Airlines Boeing aircraft to 
Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia. 
 
Day 3: Saturday, June 3:  Arrive in Addis Ababa early morning.  You will have time to get settled in your hotel room.  
The afternoon is open to explore Addis, the market, museums, and the bustling capital city.  You will be accompanied 
by our tour guide.  Overnight stay at the Saro-Maria Hotel in Addis Ababa. 
 
Day 4: Sunday, June 4:  Early flight to Lalibella.  Upon arrival, we will explore the famous sacred churches of 
Lalibella.  The most well-known is Saint George which was carved in the shape of a cross.  These incredible 
monolithic churches are carved directly out of the mountain and are still in use today.  Lalibella is one of Ethiopia's 
holiest cities, second only to Aksum.  The population of Lalibella is almost completely Ethiopian Orthodox Christian.  
Ethiopia is one of the earliest nations to adopt Christianity in the first half of the fourth century, and its historical 
roots date to the time of the Apostles.  Overnight stay at the Roha Hotel in Lalibella.  
 
Day 5: Monday, June 5:  Early morning flight to Gondar.  Hotel check-in and a tour of the Castles of Kings.  Gondar is 
considered the Camelot of Africa and is a popular destination because of these historical ruins.  Overnight stay at the 
Goha Hotel in Gondar.  
 
Day 6:  Tuesday, June 6:  Meet with W2T partners, Ethiopian Orthodox Church and visit communities in the area 
enjoying clean water, meet and celebrate with the villages and learn more about the water crisis and impact.  
Overnight stay at the Goha Hotel in Gondar. 
 
 

 



 
Tentative Itinerary Continued 
 
Day 7: Wednesday, June 7:  Travel to Robit the site of one of W2T’s deep borehole projects.  The project took three 
years to complete.  There is still a need for a bridge in order to provide access to part of the community living on the 
side of the river opposite to the water points.  Overnight stay at the Goha Hotel in Gondar. 
 
Day 8: Thursday, June 8:  Morning drive to the Simien Mountains for sightseeing.  The Simien Mountains are a 
world heritage site and provide breath taking views and the chance to see some of Ethiopia’s wildlife.   Overnight 
stay at the Simien Lodge or Waliya Lodge. 
 
Day 9: Friday, June 9:  Travel to Axum.  Tour the historic sites including ancient obelisks, Chapel of the Ark of the 
Covenant and the Church of St. Mary of Zion.  Overnight stay at the Sabean International Hotel in Axum. 
 
Day 10: Saturday, June 10:  Drive to Hawzen and visit water projects with W2T partner, REST, in one of the driest 
areas of Ethiopia, Tigray.  Overnight stay at the Gheralta Lodge in Hawzen. 
 
Day 11: Sunday, June 11:  Spend the day in the field with REST visiting more communities and well projects.  
Overnight stay at the Gheralta Lodge in Hawzen. 
 
Day 12: Monday, June 12:  Drive to Mekele and visit projects along the route.  Overnight stay at the Planet Hotel in 
Mekele. 
 
Day 13: Tuesday, June 13:  Depart Mekele on an early morning flight to Addis Ababa.  Spend the day in Addis Ababa. 
Experience dinner at a traditional Ethiopia restaurant complete with traditional music and dancing.  Overnight stay 
at the Saro-Maria Hotel in Addis Ababa. 
 
Day 14: Wednesday, June 14:  Spend the day in Addis open for shopping and sightseeing.   
 
Day 15: Thursday, June 15:  Spend a second day in Addis.  We will have a late night departure from Addis back to 
the U.S.  
 
Day 16: Friday, June 16:  Arrive in Washington Dullas International Airport and depart to your home city with 
treasured photos and memories and a much deeper, richer understanding of the blessing of clean, safe water! 

 
 

 
 

 

Questions? Contact Water to Thrive Executive Director Susanne Wilson 
susanne@watertothrive.org or 512-206-4495 

 
 

Water to Thrive  |  PO Box 26747  |  Austin, TX 78755  |  (512) 206-4495  |  www.watertothrive.org 
 

h       in h  
  h  h    meals (  

   h  h      
    h    

 
 

          
  h      h   

     
 

     h    
  

  due    
 

http://www.watertothrive.org/

